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AWE Workshop program to UNGA SDG Summit, September 16, 2023: 

9.00 - 11.00 am Eastern time / 3.00 - 5.00 am CET, Central European Time 

 
Hosts: AWE Presidents. Kirsten Bruun, Reghu Rama Das 

Moderator: Kirsten Bruun 

Organizers: AWE UN-Committee’  SDG Teamwork 

Introduction: Rex O. Schade, Vice-president 

Resource persons: are all of the AWE Presidency and UN-Committee members  

AWE: world-education.org 
 

Introductions and speakers bios according to the program for the AWE 16 September Online 
Workshop 16th September 2023: 

 

introduction: 9.15 am 

• City & Community implementation of the 17 SDGs across all sectors. 

A partnership project since 2019. ‘Svendborg for the Goals’, Denmark by Jakob Erle, 

Director of IAED & Rex O. Schade, Vice-President, UN Representative of AWE 
 
Focus activities from SDG 11 to all 17 SDGs: Svendborg for the goals 

The SDGs are a well-thought-out plan for sustainability; therefore, they can serve as an excellent 

framework for sustainable development in local communities. Furthermore, they have the advantage 

of being the officially recognized agenda for a sustainable future.  

Based on this line of thought, IAED, AWE (Association for World Education), and the association 

Verdensmålsby Svendborg have started a partnership to create the basis for cooperation for a 

sustainable future in Svendborg Municipality. The best foundation for this is connecting private 

companies, public organizations and voluntary associations (NGOs) in Svendborg. The first step is to 

inform about the SDGs and assess the status in Svendborg. We ask companies, public organizations, 

and NGOs about their evaluation. And not least, we ask what they do and what they could do. We 

have received financial and other support for this from Svendborg Municipality.  

In the future, the plan is to implement similar projects in other local communities in Denmark and 

elsewhere in Europe and the world.  

We have held several meetings/seminars about the SDGs and created a database to map the 

organizations’ assessments and actions. This database is publicly available as a tool for collaboration 

and analysis. 

 
Jakob Erle. 13-05-1950. Cultural sociologist with, long experience with Danish Folk High Schools, 

including 11 years as the director of Borups Højskole until 2000. Since then director of the 

International Academy for Education and Democracy, interrupted by the post as Director of the inter-

governmental Danish Egyptian Dialogue Institute in Cairo from 2011 -2014. Member of AWE since 
1995, member of the board of the Danish chapter of AWE. 
Rex O. Schade, 06.01.1946 Vice-presidents of AWE. Member of AWE in 1995, - became a member during 

the UN Social Summit 1995 in Copenhagen. Vice-Chair of the Danish Chapter of AWE. 

AWE’ UN representative and UN Committee Chair, since 2011. Participated in four annual UN NGO 

Conferences since 2011, Member of the planning Programme Workshop Approval Committee of the 68 UN 

NGO-Conference 2019 (in Salt Lake City). Folk High School/College Teacher emeritus, pd. in Adult 

Education, Master in Citizenship Education. Teaching Young Adults 1974-2009 at Ryslinge Højskole, 

Denmark. - Member of CSO’ like Association for Danish Folkehøjskoler, FFD since 1974, FFD member of 
outreach International Committee 1985/96, FFD EU program consultant 2004/07, member of national ECO-net,  

Grundtvig Forum, United Nations Association in DK. 
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9.30 

• Sustainable development Practices in Mitraniketan (India), with special highlights on 

Climate Action. Presented by its Joint Director Reghu Rama Das. 

Mitraniketan is a non-profit organization functioning as a rural community, and practicing ” 

Community-based education in an education-based community” since 1956. Mitraniketan community 

promotes education, agriculture, and environment-friendly technologies for sustainable development 

since its inception. Promoting fuel-efficient stoves, biogas plants for cooking, solar dryers, mud block 

machine for brick making, use of natural fiber, low-cost sanitation, and water conservation are some 

of the technologies that support climate action and reduced carbon emission. Skills and knowledge 

transfer to youth, farmers, and women in these sectors are important tasks taken up by the community. 

Reghu Rama Das, 31.05.1964: Did his master's in sociology and Ph.D. in Social anthropology. 

Working with the development sector since 1993. Having experience in executing  Science & 

Technology projects for community development since 1993. Working with Mitraniketan since 1995 

and currently serving as its Joint Director. Also associated with AWE for 20 years and hold the 

position of Cochair from 2022 December onwards. 

 

9.45 

• Changing the Values, Changing Society 

The Sustainable Development Goals show us directions to move towards a sustainable society, that is, 

a better future for all on a healthy and safe planet. To achieve these goals, the contribution of as many 

people as possible is needed.  

But major changes in society are most often the result of personal changes. If the majority of people 

do not change their views and values, no real profound changes will be possible. 

Members of the Association for World Education, Guido-Henri de Couvreur, and Alla Nazarova have 

been involved in educational projects for about 10 years, the purpose of which is to form a system of 

values to achieve sustainable development goals: 3,4,5,16,17. This workshop will present one such 

program based on the model: "The Peace Star" (by Guido-Henri de Couvreur). This Program covers 

topics: constructive freethinking, caring for all beings, a culture of communication, and others. The 

program was implemented in international groups of students, including in Egypt in 2019, together 

with the Association for World Education’s Egyptian chapter (headed by Asmaa Sleem).  

Alla Nazarova. Education Manager; author and teacher of international educational projects and 

programs, Vice-President of the World Education Association. 

Topics: value system and motivation to achieve sustainable development goals; promotion of the 
ideas and methods of education of the Danish Folk High Schools. 

 

Guido - Henri De Couvreur. Work experience: as a consulter, teacher, researcher, designer of 

energy-efficient houses, supervisor of groups, supervisor, coach, and speaker 

at colloquia. Studies completed: Universities of Antwerp and Leuven. Received final 

diplomas, & master's in Engineer Electromechanics • Moral and religious 

sciences • Family and sexological sciences • Philosophy. Also: Teaching 

diploma • Postgraduate in Systems Theory Communication and 

Counselling. Topics: Turning philosophical concepts into (living); Ethical ecological 

impact and democratic perspectives; Bio-ecological building; Cultural 
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and scientific philosophy; Enlightenment, enlightened education; & quote; is there 

still room for religion in a technical world functions: President of Mondo NGO and Director; Vice-
president of VIBE (Flemish Institute for Bio-ecological Building and Living.); Vice- 

President of the Club of Rome EU (International think-tank, known for the 

report: Limits to Growth); member of AWE for more than 20 years. 

Mondo NGO: to promote an integrative cosmological worldview; people are not the 

center but find their place in a coherent whole.                                                                                            

 

Questions to Breakout Groups 

 at 16th September AWE Workshop to UN SDG Summit, 2023 

1) What is the most important question for future development in your local community 

2) What do you think it is the 17 SDG can support you in what you want or already are doing 

conserving adopting the 17 SDGs 

3) Was the three presentations useful for you, anything concrete that you can use in a future action or 

invention for the 17 SDGs? 

 

The methodology used: 

- We have ‘activated’ a combination of teaching/learning methods from the tradition of the Free 

School,  Folk Colleges movement in the Danish Nordic enlightenment tradition with post-millennium 

Active Citizenship and especially deliberative citizenship education concepts. Based on dialogues and 

participatory research methods. It is lifelong and wide learning, one single term could be Folk 

Education. 

 

AWE SDG Platform in progress 2023 / 2025  

- is a contribution to the UN General Assembly SDG Summit 2023, 

- for a program planning for AWE participating in the 69 UN NGO Civil Society Organisations 

Conference 2024, 

- and useful for new future partnership projects. 

Newly establishing this platform within the UN-Committee work is a concrete answer to the 

managers of the 2019 annual  UN NGO Civil Society Organization Conferences and the UN Global 

Communication CSO-Unit at the Head Quarter of the United Nations in New York. 

At the coming NGO/CSO Conference (nr. 69) in 2024, further results of the three presentations of 16 

September and new results from ongoing work in AWE member's local communities in the 

Philippines in Zambales, Kyiv Learning Centres Ukraine, Democratic Republic of Congo/ Denmark, 

Maine Cobscook Learning Centre in USA, initiatives in Egypt, Brazil and at Department of Life Long 

Learning institute of Visva-Bharati University in West Bengal, India, contact in Myanmar, - all 

compiled at this AWE SDG Platform, can be exposed. 

 

Sincerely  

Presidents of AWE, UN-Committee-SDG Teamwork, assisting resource persons. 

15th August 2023 


